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...but success is also determined by the ability to clearly

set goals, track progress, and communicate results
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Nonpoint source (NPS} pollution or polluted runoff is the nation’s largest

source of water quality problems. Approximately 40% of our surveyed rivers,
lakes, and estuaries are not clean enough for fishing or swimming due to NPS |
pollution.

The 3 major sources of nonpoint source water pollution in the Mid-Atlantic
region are mining operations , animal feeding operations and stormwater
runoff,

Since 1990 Congress has provided over $1.5 billion to states to address these
problems with over $120 million coming to the mid-Atlantic region. This
funding has been used to develop and implement approved NPS Management
Plans. Click here for more funding opportunities.These plans contain specific
actions that are necessary to restore and protect water quality, habitat and
natural resources concerns in individual watersheds. States identify impaired
streams through a comprehensive water assessment process. Reports
identifying impaired waters are provided to EPA under Section 303d of the
Clean Water Act (CWA). States are also developing Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) through their watershed planning
processes. These TMDLs determine the pollutant load reductions necessary for the water to meet CWA goals.

Click to

Can't find your watershed? Enter your zip.
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Pa Program

Pennsylvania
continmes its efforts
to mmplement their
NPS Management
Program Plan-2008
Update which
ontlines cuurent
efforts that the Com-
monwealth can ake
to address Nonpoint
Source (NPS) pollu-
tion of surface water
bodies,
Pennsylvima has
been very

successful in its
efforts to pull
VArious partnering
azencies and
organizations
together to work to-
wards the goal of im-
proving Nonpoiut
Source (NPS) im-
patred streams and
Jakes throughout
Pennsylvama
Throngh the mmple-
mentation of resiora-
ton projects. Pa has
been able to

restore over 125
miles of NPS
mupaired streams as
well as over 1.800
acres of NPS
unpaired lakes since

PENNSYLVANIA

Stream and Lake Assessments

Appeoxunately 16,353 of the 84.571 mules of assessed streams in PA. or about 19%. were found to be
impaired for the Aquaric life designated use. The 16.353 mile figure includes the Tmpaired, Approved

TMDL and Compliance categories. Approximately 67,97

80%, support the aquatic life designated use

2 of $4,571 miles of stresms in PA, or about

Approximately 1.500 lakes and reservoirs comprising approximately 161.455 acres exist in Pennsylvania.
Of these lakes and reservoirs there are about 380 ( 25%) that are open to the public and 150 (10%) withm
Pennsylvama’s State Parks. Pennsylvanm has been able to document that 1.862 lake acres. which had

been listed as impaired in 2008, are now attaming aquatic life uses,

Esitimated Load Reductions From 319 Federally Funded Projects Compieted in 2013

Redaction Estimates

Improving Waters

Kettle Creek & Two Mile Creek
Watersheds

The Kettle Creck watershed is located
in the Deep Valley Section of e Ap-
palachsan Plateau. Although more than
balf of the Kettle Creck watershed as
classified as Exceptsonal Value for
water quaklity, abandened mune dram-
age (AMD) listoncally poliuted over
six miles of the lower mam sten and
anotber eight zules of streams m the
Two Mile Run sub-watershed Most
recently, the Swang Asca Passwve
Treatment System wos completed in
October 2012 1o address severe AMD
flows {average pH of 3.1 and flow of
45 gpm. 522 mp/L as CaCO3 scidity,
80 me/L won. and 41 mg/L alumaun)

Pisoio I The Swamp Ares Pussive Treaveest

wn the headwaters of Two Mile Run
The completion of two fimal passive
treatment systems 1o early summer of
2013 that will address AMD i Robbns
Hollow wall wrsp up the effort to reme-
chiste all the treatable AMD wittun the
Two Mk Run watershed

West Branch Susquehanna

The West Branch Susquehanna River
watershed spans 6978 sq miles in vorth
central and central Peansylvania. The
majority of the mounrainous arca &
comprised of dense foresss, with ap-
prox. 10% of the band-used for agncal-
ture. Results from the 2008 West

mark Project mdecated siznificantly
better water quality and biological
condittons compared to listorical
conditions For AMD-mmpaared mbu-
tanies between Cuarwensville and
Renove, pH mmproved 85%, acadity
conceatrations decreased

dectensed 68%, and alimivnm de-
creased 92% While large mibotasies
such as Moshannon Creek and Kerile
Creek suill conmibote acidity to the
West Branch Susquehanna River, the
amount of acidity conmbuted kas
greatly reduced over the years

4 Wow o ot [ 970" avisdie conciions to 209 met-
T e s
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Home = Water = Bureau of Conzervation and Restoration = Nonpoint Source Management -
Implementation Flans

Implementation Plans

Abrahams Creek-Frances Slocum Lake Watershed (FDF!
Anderson Creek \Watershed (FDFE

Antietam Creek Watershed-West Branch (FDE
Bear Creelk Watershed (FOF)

Blacks Creelk Watershed (PDFE

Buffalo Creek Watershed (FDFE)

Catawissa Creek Watershed (FDE

Codorus Creek \Watershed (POF

Conewaqgo Creek Watershed (FDF

Conowingo Creek Watershed (PDE

Core Creek/Lake Luxembourg Watershed (FDF
Desr Creek Watershed (FDF)

Hartshom Run ‘Watershed (FDF)

Harveys Lake Watershed (FDF)

Hubler Fun Watershed (FDF)

Hungry Run Watershed (FOF)

Jacobs Creek Watershed (FDFE)

Johnson Creek \Watershed (PDFE

Little Laurel Run Watershed (PDF)

Little Wiconisco Watershed (FDE)

Middle Spring Creek ‘Watershed (PDF

Wil Creek \Watershed (PDE

il Creek/Stephen Foster Lake Watershed (FOF)
Montgomery Creek Watershed (POF)

Morth Branch Meshaminy/Lake Galena Watershed (PDF)
Fine Creek Watershed (PDF]

Pine Fun Watershed (PDF)

Shoup Run ‘Watershed (FDF)

S Mile Bun/Sandy Run '‘Watershed (FDF]
South Branch Plum Creek Watershed (PFDE)
South Sandy Creek Watershed (FOF]

Trout Run-Godfrey Bun Watershed {(PDF)
Upper Kishacoguillas Cresk Watershed (FDF)
Upper Schuylkill River Watershed (FDF)

Upper Swatara Creek Watershed (PDFE)
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South Branch Pium Creek PA Red@ingsRun

BMPiAction

 Aggregated BMP Load Reductions

Samyard RunciT Management

Conservation Tiliage

Cover Crop

Nufrient Management

Plamed Grazng Systam

§§§3H§383535§ g

South Branch Plum Creek PA SBPCMaInUNTs

Goal Amount

Aqgregated BMP Load Reductions

Bamyars Runcf? Management

Comprenansive Nufrient Management Fian (CNMP)

5535813338383236883 gi
i i

% Acton mplemented

% Acton krplemen

lllage Mmﬂenem Forest Bufler +d & Shoreiine
165.000.00 £03.00 0.00 55.00 000 5.001.00 Protection
AC AC AC UNITS 1&1&2.%_)

BMP/Action, Goal Amount, impiemented Amount, Unit

% Action Implemented
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BMPiActon, Goa Amount, Implemented Amount, Unit




South Sranch Plum Creek PA ReadingsRun

Poilutant ID

Unit

TNOL Load Reducton

NITDg=n

LBS'YR

Prosonons

LBSYR

Sedimentaion-Sitation

TONSIYR

South Sranch Plum Creek PA SBPCMaINUNTs

Poilutart 1D

unit

TMDL Load Reducton

NIEFog=

LBSYR

Phospnorus

LBSYR

Sedimentaion-Siiistion

TONSIYR

TMDL Load Raducton, Loa.

TMODL Load Reducton, Loa

TMDL Load Reduction, Load Reduction Achieved, % Load

100

Redqcﬁon Aghieved-mDL >

Nifrogen LES/YR

Sedimentation-Sitation TONSYR
Posutant 1D, Unt

TMDL Load Reduction, Load Reduction Achieved, % Load

10000

1

Reduction Achieved-TMDL

Sedmentation-Sitation TONSIYR
Podutant iD, Unit

0
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Stories about Partially or Fully Restored Waterbodies

Babb and Pine Creeks - Installing Active and Passive Treatment Sys

(2010}

Johnson Run - Local Conservation Grou

Stories That Show Progress Toward Achieving Water Quality Goals

Stephen Foster Lake - Reductions Upstream Put Lake on Parh to Recovery -

pp. B63K, About PDF)

PDFE) (4 pp. 815K, About PDF)

2015) (PDF) (1p, 357k, About PDF)
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Water: Nonpoint Source Success Stories HMContact Us &share
You are here: Water Pollution Prevention & Control Polluted Runoff Nonpoint Source

Water Home o . . )
Success Stories Pennsylvania: Lehigh River

LITESS Pennsylvania: Lehigh River

Education &
Training Reclaiming Abandoned Mine Lands Improves River

Grants & Funding
Waterbody Improved

Laws & Regulations
Metals and acidity in runoff from abandoned surface mines and discharges from abandoned
Our Waters

deep mines impaired Pennsylvania’s Lehigh River and some of its tributaries, prompting the
Pollution Prevention Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) to add 25.1 miles of watershed

& Control streams to the state's Clean Water Act {CWA) section 203(d) list of impaired waters in 2002.
Applications & Froject partners reclaimed and treated 297.9 acres of abandoned mine lands to address
Datat s pollutant loadings. Water quality improved downstream of the reclamation sites, allowing PADEP to remove a

14.7-mile-long segment of the Lehigh River from the list of impaired waters in 2012,
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STORIES OF PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING HEALTHY WATERS
PA TOWNSHIP GETS RESULTS IN APPROACH TO CLEANING STREAMS
Broad Top, PA, February 2015

Township places high priority on cleaning
streams

Using own plans, employees and equipment
Supported with EPA Section 319 Clean Water
Act funds

Major creek taken off list of impaired waters;
streams showing positive results
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